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Meeting Mar1 AGM/ Members Night: Inland holiday theme 
Meeting Mar 29 Mr V Hurley: Peregrine Falcons 

Excursion Mar3 Laanecoorie: J Gregurke 

Excursion Mar 31 Seed Gathering & Nursery: T D’Ombrain 


Excursion Apr 21 You Yangs: L Fink 


MEETINGS are held at the School of 


Presidem: Mr J Gregurke Mines & industries, Art Building, 
Secsetasy: Mrl Fink Lydiard St. Sth., 7.30 pm. 

Treasurer: Me G Binns EXCURSIONS start at “Book Cy”. 
Editor: Mr A Dyson car Sturt and Annstrong Sts 9.30 am 


(full day outings) of 1.30 pan (hall day) 
PO Box 328W. Ballarat West 3360 


Field Reports 


Margaret Rotheram - 18 species which visited the pond at Mf-. 
Beckworth in the late afternoon recently included a Satin 
Flycatcher and Restless Flycatcher, Rufous Whistler, 2 Common 
Bronzewings and 2 Gold Finches. A Grey Goshawk flew past. 
Nearby was a small flock of Spotted Pardalotes with some 
Striated Pardalotes and a larrikin family of White-browed 
Babblers. No Rainbow Bee-Eaters were seen but this not to say 
there were none there although the numbers have diminished 
markedly in recent years (as they have also at Linton). 

Ken McDonnell - another sighting of the Grey Goshawk in the 
Botanic Gardens. 


Alan Morrison - a family of White-fronted Chats with 4 young at 
Wendouree. Alan has been watching various birds at Mount Cole 
- 3 Wedge-tailed Eagles have now fledged and 2 pairs of 
Powerful Owls have been seen roosting together. 


Pat Murphy - has noticed excellent flowering of Lobelia gibbosa 
at Enfield. (Also good flowering at Invermay rerported by Ken) 


Brian Andrews - sighted a single avocet on a small farm dam at 
Durham Lead. 


Frank Harrap - a dozen choughs (usually seen in nearby pine 
forest) have visited his own and neighbouring gardens at Mount 
Helen. Also 6 Eastern Spinebills feeding at fuschias in the 
garden and a third sighting (over several years) of a Ground- 
thrush in nearby pines. Frank has noted that each of these 
sightings has been late in the month of January. 


Cot 2 & 


Western Australia Revisited 


Greg Binns and Lyndsay Fink spoke on this topic at our meeting 
in February. We saw many slides of their trip with maps and 
books made available for us to look at later. 


Rottnest Island lies in the Indian Ocean about 20 km west of 
_ Fremantle. Rottnest is known for its quokkas - in fact Dutch 
explorers mistook the marsupials for giant rats - giving the name 
Rottnest or ‘rats nest’. The island also features a remarkable 
diversity of habitats providing plenty of bird life. 


The Kalbarri National Park about 600 km north of Perth, features 
pools, meanders and the spectacular gorge where the lower 
reaches of the Murchison River has cut through the reddish 
sandstone. Many of the plants, adapted to the sand plain area, 
are most spectacular. Lechenaultia biloba appearing in white, red 
and blue, the deep pink flowering Geraldton Wax and the 
Feather Flower (Verticordia acerosa) with bright yellow fringed 
flowers. Honeyeaters are particularly common among the 
wildflowers throughout WA. 


A feature of the Nambung National Park is the area called the 
Pinnacles Desert. Wind has scoured away the top soil to reveal a 
reddish coloured sand. Thousands of limestone pillars stand like 
monuments, golden coloured and varying in shape through wind 
sculpture. 


The Dryandra State Forest is an area of extensive, relatively 
undisturbed wandoo woodlands with a flourishing numbat 
population - one of the few places to see these small termite 
eating marsupials. Bettongs are also seen here (see further 
details about bettongs in a later article) 


Close’ to Busselton is the last remaining natural stand of tuart 
(Eucalyptus Gomphocephala) - a grey-barked eucalypt growing 
to a height of 40 metres or more. 


Ken Hammond - 15 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos at Lal Lal 


Reserve. Also a group of 20 to 30 Spine-tailed Swifts among thé , 


trees near Lake Learmonth. 


Greg Binns - families of Flame Robins active on the Bogong High 
Plains: also Olive Whistlers in the gullies in the same area. 


John Gregurke - a flock of about 100 Spine-tailed Swifts flying 
above the cliffs at Point Addis. 


Diary Dates 


Tuesday March 19 7.30 pm - Committee Meeting at 
(Helen Burgess) 


Please note that our “April” meeting and excursion will be held 
late in March due to the Easter dates this year. There will also be 
an excursion with Lyndsay to the You Yangs on April 21. 


In the south west of the state the Walpole-Nomalup National 
Park features much hardwood timber forest - jarrah, karri and 
wandoo for example. The town of Pemberton was established as 
a “timber town” in 1913 and half a million sleepers were provided 
for the Trans Australia railway. This is the heart of the karri forest 
area and the well known Gloucester Tree (named after the Duke 
of Gloucester) is the king of the karri trees at a little over 60 
metres high and is estimated to be 300 years old. 


The bird emblem of WA is the Westem Spinebill which is found 
in most parts of the south west comer. The male has very rich 
rufous colouring of the throat and nape. Also comon here is the 
- Western Yellow Robin ( yellow bellied as opposed to the yellow 
breasted Eastern race) and the Westem Shrike Tit (with the 
white belly as opposed to the yellow featured in the eastern 


form). The male Western Shrike Tit helps with incubation - a task 
not undertaken by the eastern bird. 


TheTormdirrup National Park of nearly 4000 ha protects a 
particularly rugged and spectacular section of the south coast 
around Albany. One of the best local features is The Gap - a 
deep crevice in the grey granite cliffs. This is a good viewing 
area for seabirds - paarticularly ospreys and albatrosses. 


Two People Bay 30 km east of Albany is the “home” of the Noisy 
Scrub-bird. This bird had not been since the 1890s until it was 
heard here in 1961 - in an area which, at that time, was on the 
real estate developers lists. These birds are now the subject of 
research locally and overseas. It is the only songbird without a 
wishbone and is thought could be related to the Lyrebird. 


About 60 km north of Albany lie the Stirling Ranges and the 
National Park of that name. The park encompasses the entire 
range including 5 peaks exceeding 1000 m. (The only area in 
WA where snow may fall). Bluff Knoll at 1073 m above sea level 
is the highest point. Over 600 plants grow here - many endemic. 
The darwinias or mountain bells have 8 species found only in 
these ranges. Lyndsay showed spectacular slides of several 
darwinias, and of Dryandra formosa with brilliant orange-yellow 
flowers, and the pink flowering Beaufortia micrantha. 


Greg showed slides taken in the forest area on the north side of 
the park - the Park Ranger hut is near here. An excellent spot for 
bird watching. White-tailed Black Cockatoos nesting in the 
wandoo. Also present were Long-billed Corellas (lacking the pink 
throat seen on the eastem corellas) and the Red-capped Parrots 
which have flexible bills, particularly well adapted for removing 
seeds of the marri gumnuts. Two wrens are endemic - the Blue- 
breasted and the Red-winged Wrens. 


In 1977 the RAOU set up the first Bird Observatory in Australia in 
the old telegraph station on the Nullabor at Eyre, 50 km south 
east of Cocklebiddy. The observatory is set in the sand dunes 
close to the ocean with undisturbed mallee to the north of the 
highway - an ideal place for observing a wide range of birds. 
Greg showed slides of the station and the surroundings - before 
he continued his trip further to the eastern states. 


Thanks to Lindsay and Greg for providing a most informative and 
interesting evening. Some of us will surely be heading west with 
enthusiasm. 


VD 


Bettongs 


Florence Williamson noticed a report in the The Couner dated 27 
Jan 1996. Researchers in WA have reported that a colony of 70 
bettongs have survived for nearly 2 years (and breeding) on a 
well protected 1200 hectare reserve near Shark Bay. An earlier 
attempt to reintroduce the bettong had failed - thanks to feral 
foxes and cats. 


News from other groups 


The Victorian Naturalist (FNCV) Vol 112 December 1995 
includes a report by Cecily Falkingham on White-winged 
Choughs. The writer has been observing choughs for the past 20 
years in places including the Rushworth Forest, Bendigo 
Whipstick Forest, Macedon Ranges, Warrandyte State Park and 
the Pink Lakes State Park. She writes about their behaviour, 
feeding and breeding habits and mentions an unusual 
aggressive “plum pudding display” which she claims to be “one of 
the most exciting bird watching activities” she has witnessed. 


_ Also in the above journal is a report by lan Lunt titled European 
Management of Remnant Grassy Forests and Woodlands in 
South-eastem Australia - Past, Present and Future? The impact 
of European management practices is discussed and several 
conclusions drawn. 


The G F NC Monthly News (Geelong FNC) December 1995 - 
those of us who heard the talk given by Dulcie and Avis on their 
trip to Nepal might be interested in a summary of a talk on the 
same topic given at a Geelong FNC meeting by Graeme Tribe. 
Graeme made the trip in September 1995 with 5 other 
Australians, a Sherpa guide and two porters. 


VARIOUS TYPES OF FEET 


. All SEA-BIRDS have webbed feet, eg., albatross, penguin. 
. All WATER-BIRDS swim; some have webbed feet, eg., ducks. 
Some have “half-webs”, eg., grebes (“divers”). 


Some have no webs, eg., water hens. 
. WADING-BIRDS have long legs and toes, eg,, Stilt. 


4. CUCKOOS and PARROTS have two toes pointing forward 


and two backward. 

. HAWKS and OWLS have strong toes and sharp claws for 
striking and grasping prey. Owls have a reversible toe (the 
fourth). 

. TREE-CREEPERS have a long hind toe and claw to help them 
climb and cling to trees. 

. GROUND-FEEDING BIRDS have fairly long legs and strong 
toes and claws for scratching and digging, eg., magpie. 


TREE-CREEPER 


PARROT 


OWL 


